
General Social Survey 
Field Test Content

Population

Age
Sex

Social Marital Status
Ethnicity

Country of Birth/Year of Arrival
Relationship in household

Maori Descent
Dependent children

Region
Family type

Knowledge 
and Skills

Physical 
Environment

Culture and 
Identity

Social 
Connectedness

Human 
Rights

Housing
Economic 

Standard of Living Paid work
Leisure and 
Recreation

Safety and 
SecurityHealth

- Self assessed general 
health status
- Self assessed physical
health status
- Self assessed mental
health status
- Cigarette smoking 
behaviour

- Personal income - 
Sources of personal 
income
- Household income
- Economic Living Standard 
Index Short Form

- Satisfaction with 
amount of leisure time
- Barriers to leisure

- Participation in employment
- Main occupation
- Usual hours worked
- Number of jobs
- Job satisfaction
- Prefer more or less hours
- Type of job
- Participation in employment 
(household) 

- Highest qualification- 
Satisfaction with own skills & 
knowledge
- Reasons for dissatisfaction 
with own skills & knowledge
- Barriers to gaining more 
knowledge & skills
- Perception of importance of 
education

- Satisfaction with built 
environment
- Satisfaction with natural 
environment
- Behaviours relating to 
sustainability
- Preparedness for natural 
disasters

- Experience of safety & 
security issue
- Type of safety & security issue
- Adverse impacts of safety & 
security issues
- Perceptions of safety & 
security

- National identity, sense of 
belonging
- Perception of ability to develop, 
express and retain culture
- Generation of New Zealander

- Contact with family & friends
- Barriers to more social contact
- Formal voluntary work
- Informal unpaid work outside 
home
- Feelings of isolation
- Support across households
- Availability of help in times of 
need
- Active participation in groups

- Discrimination
- Tolerance of 
diversity
- Voting participation

Self reported 
measure of life 
satisfaction

- Satisfaction with housing
- Problems with housing
- Sector of landlord
- Number of bedrooms
- Tenure of household

Number of topics considered:
- Preliminary Views document proposed 72 topics
- Submissions proposed further 125 topics
- 35 new topics from submissions were approved for further consideration
- Approx 60 topics signed off for inclusion (incl some derived variables)
- 11 topics to be considered for future iterations

 


